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US investments in SEA 
countries creates better 
economic interaction 
KUALA LUMPUR: The United 
States' (US) inves tments and 
t rade in Southeast Asian (SEA) 
countr ies would be a boon 
for economic interaction, 
said Singapore Ins t i tu te of 
Internat ional Affairs senior 
fellow Dr Oh Ei Sun. 

He said m a n y SEA countr ies 
a re looking to secure US 
inves tmen t s dur ing the two-
day Asean-US Special Summit , 
especially a f te r bat t l ing the 
a f t e r m a t h of t h e Covid-19 
pandemic in the past two years. 

"If t h e US is t r y i n g to make 
us (SEA countries) to be more 
pro-US, t h e n I t h i n k more 
inves tments wi th the region will 
be a good move," he said dur ing 
Bernama TV's T h e Brief news 
programme yesterday. 

Oh also said t h a t the summit , 
slated to s t a r t on Friday 
(Malaysian time), will likely 
discuss China-US rela t ions and 
t h e geopolitical tension be tween 
Russia and Ukraine. 

He opined t h a t the US is likely 
to push the region to adopt a 
more s t r ingent s t and aga ins t 
Russia wi th regard to t h e w a r in 
Ukraine. 

Asean leaders, w i th t h e 
except ion of the Philippines 
and Myanmar, a re scheduled 
to par t ic ipate in the special 
summit . 

Subsequently, a Joint Vision 
S ta tement - which would 
underscore t h e commi tmen t s 
and aspi ra t ions to enhance 
Asean-US pa r tne r sh ip in the 

Many SEA countries are looking to secure US investments during the two-day 
Asean-US Special Summit, especially after battling the aftermath of the Covid-
19 pandemic in the past two years. — AFP photo 

If the US is trying to make us (SEA countries) to 
be more pro-US, then I think more investments 
with the region will be a good move. 

/ DrOhEiSun 

in teres t of peace, stability, 
secur i ty and shared prosper i ty 
for all - can be expected 
fol lowing the conclusion of t h e 
high-level meeting. 

The special summi t marks 
the 45th ann ive r sa ry of the 
Asean-US dialogue and the 
second special summi t hosted 
by a US president in the US after 
then-pres ident Barack Obama 
welcomed Asean leaders in 
California back in Feb 2016. 

Prime Minister Datuk Seri 

Ismail Sabri Yaakob will lead 
the Malaysian delegation to t h e 
Asean-US Special Summit in 
Washington D.C. f r o m May 12 to 
13. 

Malaysia is expected to 
garner RM14.62 billion in 
new inves tmen t s f r o m the 
US fol lowing t h e Trade and 
Investment Mission led by Senior 
Minister and In te rna t iona l 
Trade and Indus t ry Minister 
Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali. 
— Bernama 
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SUMMARIES
KUALA LUMPUR: The United States' (US) investments and trade in Southeast Asian (SEA) countries would be a boon for
economic interaction, said Singapore Institute of International Affairs senior fellow Dr Oh Ei Sun. He said many SEA countries are
looking to secure US investments during the twoday Asean-US Special Summit, especially after battling the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic in the past two years.
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